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many persons. In these and like works he spent
the remainder of his days, living on earth the life
of heaven. Preparing himself in his latest days
for the coming of the Son of Man, that he might
go in with Him to the wedding, he washed every
night his couch with tears,1 always fortifying him-
self with the intercessions of the saints^ whose
solemnities he regularly celebrated, lest he should
be pierced by any darts of the ancient enemy, who
never could steal into his dwelling so secretly as
not to be at once detected by him and driven out
by the sign of the Cross.

" On a certain nights when he desired to pour
forth prayer in secret after his wont, with chanting
of Psalms, he was oppressed by very heavy sleep.
But he rose from his couch, and put on his cape ;
and when again he was oppressed with sleep, he
took off all his clothes except his shirt and drawers.
The sleepiness continuing, he took a censer, and
going to the place where fire was kept burning,
he filled it with live coal and put incense on it,
and a sweet odour filled the chamber. In that
hour the devil presented himself to him in bodily
form, as it were a large man, very black and
misshapen and bearded, hurling at him darts of
blasphemy. 'Why dost thou act the hypocrite,
Aleuin ?3 a he asked. e Why dost thou attempt to
appear just before men, when thou art a deceiver
and a great dissimulator ? Dost thou suppose that
for these f eignings of thine Christ can hold thee

1 We have seen from the author that he could Tery seldom
shed tears, p. 27.

3 There is a delicate touch in putting.into the devil's
mouth the literal name and not the intimate name.